Winnipeg - 14/08/2020

Copy Reduced to 70% from original to fit letter page

JESSE BOILY / WINNIPEG FREE PRESS

Dennis LeNeveu, a concerned resident, holds up a soil sample at Thursday’s news conference. Residents and the
Manitoba Liberals want more review and oversight of the proposed Vivian sand mine in the RM of Springfield.

Sand plant threatens
drinking water: critics

CAROL SANDERS

metres east of Winnipeg would threaten the
drinking water of 64,000 Manitobans and
needs greater scrutiny, critics say.

“It will destroy the sustainability of the aqui-
fer,” said Dennis LeNeveu, a biophysicist and one
of the area residents who joined Liberal MLAs
Dougald Lamont and Jon Gerrard Thursday
to voice concerns about the project.

CanWhite Sands Corp. plans to remove 3.5-mil-
lion tons of sand a year from the ground, for frac-
king and other purposes, at its Vivian sand mine
near Anola, in the RM of Springfield.

The plan is to pump sand and water up from
the ground and then return the water, which
LeNeveu said becomes contaminated when the
pyrite in the shale hits the surface, oxidizes and
turns acidic. There is a risk of contaminating the
groundwater as well as the Brokenhead River and
Lake Winnipeg, he said. The frack sand mining
and processing might provide short-term wealth
to some, but could contaminate the source of
drinking water for 64,000 Manitobans, said LeN-
eveuy, a former safety officer at Atomic Energy
Canada Ltd., who has worked as a consultant in
the oil industry.

The project’s environmental impact proposal,
which was submitted to Manitoba Conservation,
says “overall, the adverse residual effects of the
proposed project are expected to be negligible to
minor in magnitude and mitigable.”

The proposal warrants a Clean Environment
Commission review with a public hearing and
intervener status funding, said Tangi Bell, an-
other concerned area resident who spoke to re-
porters Thursday.

“We wish that the minister (Sarah Guillemard)
would take on this project, re-analyze it, look at
it again and bring it up to the status that it de-
serves,” she said. The affected aquifer covers
much of southeastern Manitoba. “The magnitude
of it is incredible,” Bell said.

The province said Thursday it is following the
environmental assessment and licensing process
“and the project will be thoroughly reviewed in
accordance with the Environment Act.” The pub-
lic can provide feedback on the project (by email
to jennifer.winsor@gov.mb.ca) until Aug. 25.

Gerrard urged Manitobans to do that.

“This is really pristine, tremendous, high-
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Resident Tangi Bell wants the Clean Environment
Commission to conduct a review of the sand mine
project near Anola.

quality water,” Gerrard said. “We need to be
very careful” with the Sandilands aquifer which
is close to the size of Lake Winnipeg but under-
ground, he said. If the project is approved without
proper study, it may open the door to more sand-
mining operations, he said.

“It is really critical to do (a thorough, independ-
ent review) before the first mine, so we make sure
all the issues are addressed,” said Gerrard.

Manitoba has a history of mine sites being
abandoned and a lack of remediation, he said. In
this case, however, there would be no remedy if
things go bad, said Lamont.

“If you get contamination of an aquifer, you
can't send people down 200 feet to clean it up,”
Lamont said. “The damage is done and it is ir-
reparable. It would be centuries of damage to an
aquifer that is absolutely colossal that people de-
pend on for agriculture and drinking water.”

The provincial government spokesperson
said a mine closure plan would be required be-
fore any operation could proceed. “As a condition
of the Environment Act licence, the province also
requires financial security that addresses any en-
vironmental liabilities.”
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